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Canoness, as young and pious Canoness, I was enacting in the
world.
In earlier times, a situation such as this would have confused
me dreadfully; perhaps have turned my head: but now, in midst
of all the splendours that surrounded me, I felt extremely cool.
With great quietness, I let them frizzle me, and deck me out for
hours; and thought no more of it than that nay place required me
to wear that gala livery. In the thronged saloons, I spoke with
all and each, though no'shape or character among them made
any impression on me. On returning to my house, nearly all the
feeling I brought back with me was that of tired limbs. Yet my
understanding drew advantage from the multitude of persons whom
I saw; and I became acquainted with some ladies, patterns of
every virtue, of a noble and good demeanour; particularly with
the Governess-in-Chief, under whom my sister was to have the
happiness of being formed.
At my return, however, the consequences of this journey, in
regard to health, were found to be less favourable. With the
greatest temperance, the strictest diet, I had not been, as I used
to be, completely mistress of my time and strength. Food, motion,
rising and going to sleep, dressing and visiting, had not depended,
as at home, on my own conveniency and will. In the circle of
social life, you cannot stop without a breach of courtesy: all that
was needful I had willingly performed; because I looked upon it
as my duty, because I knew that it would soon be over, and be-
cause I felt myself completely healthy. Yet this unusual restless
life must have had more effect upon me than I was aware of.
Scarcely had I reached home, and cheered my parents with a
comfortable narrative, when I was attacked by a hemorrhage,
which, although it did not prove dangerous or lasting, yet left a
weakness after it, perceptible for many a day.
Here, then, I had Another lesson to repeat. I did it joyfully.
Nothing bound me to the world; and I was convinced that here
the true good was never to be found: so I waited in the cheer-
fulest and meekest state; and after having abdicated life, I was
retained in it.
A new trial was awaiting me: my ihother took a painful and
oppressive ailment, which she had to bear five years, before she
paid the debt of nature. All this time we were sharply proved.
Often, when her terror gre'w too strong, she would have us all
summoned; in the night, to her bed, that so at least she might be

